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On Sept. 23, US Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter announced a decision to begin investigation
of alleged illegal trade practices by Argentina which discriminate against US pharmaceuticals.
Yeutter's decision was in response to a petition presented on Aug. 10 by the Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers Association which accuses Argentina of failing to provide protection of US patents
and of employing registration practices that discriminate against US companies. If the USTR
investigation under the auspices of Section 301 of US trade legislation concludes that the allegations
are justified, and if the two nations cannot resolve the dispute, the US could adopt trade reprisals.
Two years of consultations between US and Argentine officials have not resolved the dispute, said
Yeutter. He added that Washington will make additional efforts to resolve the matter during the
investigation in conformance with Section 301.
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